On Guilt and Forgiveness

By Alfonso Ultima

The Church, as it is currently constructed, invecis
tremendous efforts énd resources into the cultivation of guilt
and guilty feelings. This is fbr economic and manipulatory reasons,
heving little or nothing to do with viffue or piety. A guilty
person is easier to corntrol than an inrocent one, and so the
Church makes sure that every person under its wing has some

resson or other to fesl guiltily.

This fact ought not bte surprising to those who heve

naé deal’rgs with the Church. It is not even a secret of any
kird. The inguisitions of the 50s and 70s, with their sham
trials, wanttn executions are shameful secrets of the Churbh,
still even today relegzted to whispers of a hiddéen terror.

Yet guilt--the personal, vague, cosnmic culpability of every
person is a wicely circulated doctrine. Everyore knows 1t.

The possibility--the ascurance--oi forgivemess transforms the
guiltiness cast wpon the fzithful intega wondorous and enlivening
doctrine. Rather tran an oprressive guilt-ladening institution,
the Church is yercieved &s & for;;ving one. It wounds so that

it can later apply the salve.

And yet it seems to me that whenever I ask = pious
fellow aboutl their guilt I am met with & paraace of triviaslities;
a pear stoler, &n evil thought, some promise not xept in its

entirety, an inrocuous but maliciously intended shout. DNothing,

in my mindg worthy of conviction. Wher 1 press further, thece
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